XXIII. An Obferwation of the Lights feen in 
the Air, an Aurora Auftralis, on March 1 8. 
1738-9, at London, by Cromwell Mor- 
timer, M 2). Seer, to the Roy al Society. 

ON Sunday Evening, March 18. 1738-9. about 
half an Hour paft Seven, the Sky to the North 
was very clear, and the Stars fhone bright 5 to the 
South and South-eaft, as I was in the Skirt of the 
Town on the North-weft Side, the Sky looked ob- 
fcured, partly from a Mift, partly from the Smoak 
of the City. At the fame time there appeared a 
bright Column arifing fomewhat North of the Eaft, 
or about the Eaft North eaft, which reached up with 
its Point near to the Zenith, but going a little South 
of it. This Column feemed to be the Boundary of 
the clear and obfeure Regions of the Sky above- 
mentioned : It had an uniform fteddy Light, without 
any Dartings or Shiverings $ but it fometimes vanifhed 
for a few Minutes, and then returned again all at 
once, not proceeding from the Bottom, but from the 
Side next the mifty Part of the Sky, as if it were only 
the Border of the Mift illuminated. About Eight this 
Column was grown much wider, and all of a Breadth, 
extending in the fame Dire&ion beyond the Zenith 
to the Weft South- weft, as far as I could fee for the 
Houfes; the Addition to its Breadth feemed to be all 
on the Southern Edge of it ; this whole Band was of 
a moft beautiful Pink-colour. A quarter after Eight, 
the Phenomena remained the fame 5 but to the North 
North-weft there appeared fome whitifh Cioijds about 
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2o<> from the Zenith : Out of thefb arofe three beau- 
tifui Pyramids of Light, which extended very near 
the Zenith\ the middle of thefe Pyramids were of a 
beautiful Sea-green, which went off gradually in 
lighter Shades towards the Edges, which were of a 
bright White 5 the Colour of thefe very -much refem- 
bled the Light of Thofphorus. 1 obferved thefe 
Columns for fomeMinutes, and then, going in a-doors, 
fa w no more of the Phenomenon $ and was told, half 
an Hour after, that it was all over j but have been 
informed fmce, that it returned again about Ten ; 
when the Rednefs fpread, almoft univerfally, over the 
Southern Parts of the Heavens, 



XXIV. A Letter from Mr. John Marty n,F.R.S. 
Prof Botan. Cantab; to John Machin, Efq$ 
Seer. R. S. andVtoL Aftron. Grefham. con- 
cerning an Aurora Auftralis, feen March 1 8. 
1738-9. ^Chelfea^ near London. 

SIR, 

I Now trouble you with a rude Account of the 
Aurora Auftralis, or what other Name you chufe 
to call it by, which was mentioned at the Society 
laft Thurfday. 

Sunday, March 18. 1758-9. at half an Hour paft 
Eight, being informed, That there was a great Fire 
towards London, I made hafte towards an upper 
Window that looked to the North North-eaft : I found 
an extraordinary Rednefs in the Air, but of too de- 
termined 



